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February 3, 2012
Legislative Action This Week

Pollution Control Act (Priority Issue) – H. 4654 – A hearing has been scheduled regarding this bill for next week.  SCFB will be providing testimony to the House Agricultural Committee which is chaired by Rep. Davey Hiott.  A list of the full House Agricultural Committee with contact information is listed below: (To email these members you may also go to www.statehouse.gov and select on their individual names and send them a message from there.)
Chairman Nelson Hardwick – (803) 734-3022 | nelsonhardwick@schouse.gov
Representative Davey Hiott – (803) 734-3323 | davidhiott@schouse.gov
Representative Marion Frye – (803) 734-3275 | marionfrye@schouse.gov
Representative Ted Vick – (803) 734-2999 | tedvick@schouse.gov
Representative Paul Agnew – (803) 734-2993 | paulagnew@schouse.gov
Representative Nathan Ballentine – (803) 734-2969 |nathanballentine@schouse.gov
Representative Bill Chumley – (803) 211-6894 | billchumley@schouse.gov
Representative Tom Corbin – (803) 212-6891 | tomcorbin@schouse.gov
Representative Bill Crosby – (803) 212-6879 | billcrosby@schouse.gov
Representative Chandra Dillard – (803) 212-6791 | chandradillard@schouse.gov
Representative Bill Hixon – (803) 212-6898 | billhixon@schouse.gov
Representative Kenneth Hodges – (803) 734-3062 | kennethhodges@schouse.gov
Representative Patsy Knight – (803) 734-2960 | patsyknight@schouse.gov
Representative Joe McEachern – (803) 212-6875 | joemceachern@schouse.gov
Representative Steve Moss – (803) 212-6885 | stevemoss@schouse.gov
Representative Chris Murphy – (803) 212-6925 | chrismurphy@schouse.gov
Representative Kevin Ryan – (803) 212-6927 | kevinryan@schouse.gov
Representative Edward Southard – (803) 212-6930 | eddysouthard@schouse.gov
South Carolina Farm Bureau is adamantly supporting this legislation and asks that all members contact your elected officials and urge them to support H. 4654.

Transportation/ SCDOT Intrastate Numbers (Priority Issue) – SCFB has continued to work with key members of the General Assembly, the Trucking Association, and the SC Department of Public Safety in crafting legislation to address the DOT Intrastate requirements of the Federal Motor Carriers Safety Act.  An informal meeting took place with members of the SC Department of Public Safety (Transport Police Division), the South Carolina Trucking Association, and the South Carolina Farm Bureau to iron out any concerns relating to this upcoming legislation.  The most important aspect of the bill is to clearly state that any motor vehicle with a gross combined weight of less than 26,001 lbs. is not subject to the Federal Motor Carriers Safety Act.  This would mean that commercial vehicles under the 26,001 lb. threshold WOULD NOT be required to obtain a DOT number, a health card for the driver, or an annual inspection.  Expect this legislation to be introduced next Tuesday.
Once introduced, SCFB will be asking all members to make legislative calls to support these needed changes.
Wine Bill – H. 3630 is a bill that was carried over from last year’s legislative session.  The bill is aimed at giving special allowances to South Carolina wineries that produce their wine with at least 60% juice which is derived from fruit or berries that are grown in this state.  These wineries would be allowed to sell their wine at wholesale and/or retail without being required to go through a licensed distributor, as is the case with all other wines.  SCFB is supporting this legislation because it gives an added incentive to use South Carolina grown fruits and berries and highlights the Certified South Carolina label.  The bill was sent back to the House of Representatives for consideration and should be taken up in the coming weeks.
Copper Theft Bill – S.732 – SCFB continues to work on this clean-up bill regarding copper/metal theft which was passed and instituted last year.  SCFB took part in a stakeholder meeting this week (along with SCFB Insurance) to discuss needed changes to the law to close loopholes in last year’s bill.  At this point, the only point of contention seems to center around the “no cash sales” provision of the bill.  Recyclers are asking that this provision be removed because of the burden of writing large numbers of checks that sometimes add up to only a few cents.  However, there is a substantial amount of data that shows the legislation which was passed last year is having a very positive effect on decreasing the amount of copper theft in this state.  Therefore, SCFB cannot agree to support any provisions that may possibly water down the new law.  Subcommittee hearings are expected on this bill in the coming weeks.
On the National Side
The Labor Department on Wednesday announced that it will re-propose the portion of its regulation on child labor in agriculture interpreting the “parental exemption.” The decision to re-propose is in part a response to requests from the public and members of Congress that the agency allow an opportunity for more input on this aspect of the rule.
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